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Allen Brady (17 Mar 1934 - 21 Apr 2024) has completed his marathon life on this earth.
Clocking in at 90 Years, 34 Days + some number of hours and minutes,

Allen smiled and waved for the final time as he sprinted across the finish line.
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To the very end, he went the "extra mile".

Born at home in Sewal, Iowa on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1934 -- in the wee hours by the light of a
kerosene lantern -- to parents F. Howard and Gertrude (Bowers) Brady, Allen Brady’s golden life of

wonder and adventure began.

The family soon moved to Wyoming, settling first in Sheridan where his father taught school.
Summers spent in Rocky Mt National Park, Grand Canyon National Park, and Yellowstone National
Park where Howard was a park ranger and naturalist ignited lifelong awe in Allen. In 1938 the family
grew from 3 to 5 with the addition of twin siblings Jon and Joan. By 1947 the family moved to Casper
where both his parents continued as schoolteachers and Allen graduated from Natrona County High
School in 1951.

California Institute of Technology “Cal Tech” was Allen’s first stop in higher education, entering at
age 17 and completing his freshman and sophomore years there before (rather reluctantly) transferring
to University of Colorado. Allen earned his BS at University of Colorado in Engineering Physics in

1956 and an ROTC commission as a 2nd Lt in the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army Reserve.

From 1956-1958 Allen was employed in various nuclear-related positions including NBS in Boulder,
Colorado and participating in measuring and monitoring tests in/near St George, Utah, Eniwetok
Atoll, Johnston Island, and Hawaii.

In 1958 Allen entered the University of Wyoming to pursue an MS in Mathematics and decided to
then pursue his PhD in Mathematics at Oregon State University. The stop off at University of
Wyoming had its own special reward: a blind date with Yvonne Gates, a Colorado native, graduate of
University of Wyoming (’56), and university nursing instructor. Their wedding in June 1959 began

their nearly 65 fun-filled years together.

The next two years in Corvallis saw Allen pursuing his PhD at University of Oregon and Yvonne
practicing nursing at Good Samaritan hospital. During this time, their little family became 3 with the
addition of daughter Elizabeth.

From 1961 to 1963 the family lived in Boulder where Allen became involved with computers:

programming, exploring, and writing. The family grew to 4 with the arrival of son F. Harold.

In 1963 the family moved back to Corvallis where Allen returned to completing his PhD in
Mathematics, specializing in computer, under the expert advisement of Dr. Harry E. Goheen. He
earned his doctorate in December 1964 and became an early trailblazer in the burgeoning field of

computer science.

Allen’s first teaching position at Notre Dame in January 1965 meant a winter move from Oregon to
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South Bend, Indiana. The family became 5 with the birth of son David, and Yvonne promptly began
packing those boxes again for a 1966 move to Muncie, Indiana where Allen served 2 years as the

Director of the Computer Center at Ball State University.

In 1968 Allen joined the staff of Desert Research Institute Computing Center, beginning his nearly
30-year distinguished career at University of Nevada, Reno -- teaching, advising, creating new
curriculum, and advocating for the establishment and full support of the Department of Computer
Science, which he eventually chaired. The family had made its final cross-country move into a home
nestled in southwest Reno where (thankfully!) the unpacking could be finished and they could settle

in.

Allen had a varied and interesting career as a computer science educator and innovator with UNR and
while teaching internationally -- two years at American University in Cairo held a special place in his
heart. He took early retirement in 1994 to enjoy time with family and to avidly pursue interests old
and new: Skygazing, photography, every latest and greatest computer or gadget, more Busy Beaver
and Turing, genealogy and family history, yDNA, classical music, world-traveling, and just parking

on the den sofa with a laptop so he could email children and grandchildren.

Allen was an avid runner for decades, competing in many races and marathons including the inaugural
Honolulu marathon in 1973. In his later years he hiked and trekked Northern Nevada, being certain to

shepherd any willing grandchildren along on his quests.

Allen was active and generous within the local Reno community these past 56 years: Toastmaster,
Silver State Marathon (now Silver State Striders), Reno YMCA Swim Team, and Reno YMCA Board
of Directors, to name a few. He was a significant and ardent supporter of the Reno Chamber Orchestra
from its 1974 beginnings under Vahe Khochayan and served as President of the Reno Chamber

Orchestra Board of Directors.

Sharing the kind words of goddaughter Jill Heath Velazquez: “His intellect and curiosity was an
incredible combination and he exuded kindness and admiration for those who could match him (not
many of us mere mortals could). . . . With his passing is the passing of an era, a way of thinking and
being and a wonderful time in our history where people like your father were valued and their self-

sufficiency and life experience were celebrated. Al was truly a Renaissance man.”

Adored big brother to Jon and Joan; beloved husband to Yvonne; Dad to Beth, Harold, and David;
GrandpaOwl to Clio, Wren, Tito, Jake, Nick, Beyer, and Ro; Uncle Allen to nieces and nephews;
cousin to his Genealogy extended family; Mr. Brady to his kids’ childhood friends; Dr. Brady to

untold students around the globe, and “Al” to his countless friends . . . . all will miss him.
There was nothing artificial about Al’s intelligence.

His was authentic and awe-inspiring.
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His generosity was grand.
His love of friends and family epic.

And he will be unforgettable.

Heartfelt gratitude to St. Mary's Hospice.
As Allen requested, there will be no services.

Memorial donations may be made to the Reno Chamber Orchestra. Please mail donations payable to
the “Reno Chamber Orchestra” 925 Riverside Dr. Ste. 5, Reno, NV 89503, or donate online at

https://www.renochamberorchestra.org/supportus .

Posted online on April 30, 2024
Published in Reno Gazette-Journal
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